Volume – 26 Number – 5 December 2019 to February 2020 Edition

The Pritchard Patent Product Co. Ltd began trading in 1946 out of a small cottage in
Sidmouth, United Kingdom. This was a time when many young men were looking to start a
new career in the difficult days of post-war Britain. Among them was Sydney Pritchard,
whose innovative thinking and life-long passion for model trains set his new company on the
right track. It all began when Sydney was inspired to create a new design to replace an
impractical coupling device used by the new Hornby OO railway system. After trying several
prototypes, he found a solution and arranged for a patent. Meccano of Liverpool agreed to
use the coupling device for its OO model railway locomotives, offering a royalty of a farthing
for each unit sold. This was enough to get the Pritchard Patent Product Company off the
ground. The Company moved to Seaton in 1952. After eventually acquiring land in Beer from
the Axminster Rural District Council, a stone laying ceremony heralded construction of the
model railway track manufacturer’s factory on 25 November 1970. Marks 50 years in 2020.
Image: Much Natter Station, north east aspect. Source: Robin Taylor April 2018.
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You can promote your interests in our Callboard Newsletter. Choose a topic and tell a story. Base a
feature article on the history of your models, era or country. Develop a technical article around a skill
or activity. Your interests may be well suited to our knowledge sharing nights. See previous Callboards
for presentation styles. The Newsletter is distributed quarterly, in the last week of November,
February, May and August. Please arrange for your document to be proofread prior to sending to
johnford@optusnet.com.au. Please endeavour to forward contributions 4 weeks prior to distribution.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FROM THE SECRETARY
Members
We welcomed Alex Kravchenko as a Provisional member in September, and he was
advanced to Full membership in October. Would you please make Alex welcome as he
learns how to operate the layout.
Annual General Meeting
The AGM was held in our clubrooms on Friday 18th October. The president, Dan Cronin
chaired the meeting which was attended by 13 members.
Dan spoke of the need to ensure that new members are given the opportunity to learn how to
operate each station. This will increase their confidence, and reduce mistakes which lead to
problems in running trains.
Peter’s Development Engineer’s report noted the software which has been acquired to assist
in preparing timetables. A prototype is being prepared, and it should be able to be shown to
members by the end of the year.
Ben noted the work which has been carried out on the Bryansford branch to date. When the
current works at Bryansford are finished, the plan is to continue with the refurbishment of the
track around Lakeside and along to Billegulla. Members are invited to give their thoughts of
what could be done on that island of the layout. The lake and picnic grounds at Lakeside are
the first thing that is seen when people enter the club rooms, so any refurbishment here
needs to be eye catching and very presentable.
The treasurer reported that we had a surplus for the year.
The Ken Elder trophy for the year was presented to Ben Smith in recognition of his efforts in
planning and directing work on the re-development of the Bryansford branch.
Elections were held for the positions of Secretary and two committee members.
The committee for this year is:
President – Daniel Cronin
Secretary – David Patrick
Treasurer – Geoff Crow
Mechanical Engineer – Geoff Crow

Electrical Engineer – Phil Green
Way & Works Engineer – Ben Smith
Webmaster – Mark Johnson
Development Engineer – Peter Riggall.

Life member Bill St Aubyn kindly donated some US prototype ore wagons, and some figures
of people and animals for use on the club layout, and a vote of thanks to Bill was passed.
The meeting concluded in the usual manner with the serving of supper.

End of year dinner
Our end of year dinner will be held at the Auburn Hotel on Friday 6 December. Please let me
know urgently if you wish to attend.

3

End of year breakup
Our end of year breakup will be on 20 December with the theme of red and green locos, and
Geoff has organized a Christmas train. Flashing seasonal lights should also be on the
programme! Please bring something for supper.
Programme for December and January
We will break up for the holiday season on 20th December, and resume on 17th January.
Theme nights will be on hold until February. Work nights will continue to be held on the third
Friday next year to progress the rejuvenation of the layout, so your help is needed to get the
works done as quickly as we can.
Theme nights
Theme nights are being changed to the second Friday of the month so that the timetable
changeover can be done on the work night on the third Friday. Suggestions for themes are
always welcome – please let me know if you have any ideas.
Best wishes to you all and your families for Christmas and Hanukkah, and a happy New
Year.

David Patrick,
Secretary

Great Southern Rail is commencing a new tourist train between Adelaide and Brisbane this
December. Two locomotives have been specially painted for this service – NR30 and NR31. NR30 is
seen here at Manor with an up steel train on 20th November on its first visit to Melbourne in the new
livery.

Photo – David Patrick
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FEATURE ARTICLE
PRITCHARD PATENT PRODUCT COMPANY LTD.
The land offered to Sydney Pritchard in Beer had been originally designated for a housing
estate to cater for older people but after further consideration by Council it was deemed
unsuitable due to the steepness of the land.
The Pritchard Patent Product Company over time was nick-named P. Co. and eventually
adopted the name PECO as it is commonly known today. Now in its third generation, Peco is
the collective name for the “Pritchard Patent Product Company Ltd”, “Peco Publications and
Publicity Ltd”, and “Pecorama”.

Three generations have run PECO. Pictured above are Company Chairman Michael
Pritchard (left) and his nephew managing director Ben Arnold. In the photograph on the wall
behind them is Peco founder Sydney Pritchard.
The Company takes each product from design to export on site. It produces a small range of
rolling stock and locomotives, both kits and ready to run, but the primary focus is on track
systems, both Set-track and Streamline. Also, Pecolectronics is the company name for their
range of control systems, point motors and switches. Peco Publications and Publicity Ltd. is
the publisher of the monthly magazines, Railway Modeller and Continental Modeller, as well
as a large range of booklets explaining wiring, scenics, baseboard construction and outdoor
railways. Pecorama opened in 1974 and the Beer Heights Light Railway (BHLR), at 7¼ inch
gauge, was officially opened on 14 July 1975 by Reverent Wilbert Vere Awdry OBE. (creator
of Thomas the Tank Engine)
Given the location of Pecorama, high on the hillside above the village of Beer, a ride on the
railway offers wonderful views over Lyme Bay and along the Jurassic Coast, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, to the distant Portland Bill.
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Standing in the siding at Beer Victoria Station is the beautifully preserved Pullman Car
named Orion (3). It was part of the Golden Arrow train that used to run from Victoria Station,
London to the Channel coast. Bought and saved from the scrapheap by Pecorama, Orion
was restored by highly skilled craftsmen, at the British Rail Works in Wolverton, where the
Royal Train had been maintained. Here the vehicle was repainted in the distinguished umber
and cream Pullman livery, reinstating the elaborate lining and coat of arms that adorned
these cars in years gone by. The interior, while retaining all the beauty of the original brass
decoration and polished woodwork, has been completely refurbished by local craftsmen to
include individual seating, an entirely redesigned kitchen and drinks dispensary.

It was in January of 1978
that the 40-ton coach was
transported an arduous
250 miles by road to the
Pecorama site at Beer.
It now stands majestically
in the siding under the
canopy of Beer Victoria, a
full-sized replica station
platform.
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The restored Pullman car Orion under the canopy to the left of the full-sized replica station of Beer
Victoria. The Beer Heights Light Railway (BHLR) terminus station Much Natter is above behind the
white picket fence,

A selection of afternoon tea delights and beverages are served in the luxurious interior of the Orion
Pullman car.
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The Beer Heights Light Railway (BHLR) Locomotives

Dickie was delivered in 1976 and built by David Curwen of Devizes, Wiltshire. An 0-4-2 tender engine,
the design is based loosely on the famous Douglas locomotive which operates on the Talyllyn 2ft 3in
gauge railway in North Wales. The locomotive has 9 inch driving wheels with two outside cylinders, a
bore of 3½ inches and a stroke of 4 inches, with Walschaerts valve gear. The boiler has a diameter of
10¾ inches and it works at a steam pressure of 100lb per square inch. “Dickie” was named by the
comedian Richard Murdoch and having been re-boilered in 1992, has seen continuous service to date.

Thomas II was built in 1979 by Roger Marsh of Coventry. An 0-4-2 ST plus tender locomotive,
following the general appearance of Quarry Hunslet locomotives with 3½ inch bore by 4¼ inch stroke
cylinders, 9½ inch driving wheels, Walschaerts valve gear and a 10¾ inch diameter boiler. “Thomas II”
was named by the well-known West Country band “The Wurzels” (of which Thomas Banner is a
member!) on one of the busiest days the railway has ever seen. The locomotive became the prototype
of what has now become a class of engine popular with 7¼ inch gauge railway operators, ensuring
many further examples being built since 1979.
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Linda was built by John Clarke of Denbigh, date unknown. Rebuilt by TMA Engineering, Birmingham
in 1983 and delivered to Pecorama the same year. A 2-4-0 ST plus tender locomotive which started
life as a scale model of the Ffestiniog Railway’s Linda, with 3¾ inch bore by 4 inch stroke cylinders,
inside Stephensons valve gears, 8 inch diameter driving wheels and 10 inch diameter boiler. The
prototype of this engine was built as an 0-4-0 ST for use on Lord Penryn’s extensive slate quarry
railway system in North Wales and was named after one of his daughters.

Jimmy was built in 1986 by Severn Lamb, Stratford-On-Avon and named that year by comedian
Jimmy Cricket. Jimmy is a bogie diesel hydraulic locomotive equipped with a Kubota 2 cylinder engine.
Originally intended for use as a standby locomotive during quiet periods of operation, this engine is
increasingly popular with the younger generation (some think it resembles “Mavis” from Thomas the
Tank Engine storybooks) and can often be seen hauling specials on the line. It is also extensively
used for winter works trains, being quicker to “fire up” than a steam locomotive!
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Mr P was designed and completed in 1997 by John Macdougall, Chief Engineer on the Beer Heights
Light Railway. A 2-4-2 tank and tender engine with 3¼ inch by 4½ inch cylinders, 10 inch driving
wheel, Walschaerts valve gear and 12 inch diameter boiler which employs the gas producer
combustion system. This locomotive is named after the late Mr Sydney Pritchard, founder of the
PECO group of companies as well as the BHLR. He was affectionately known to his staff as “Mr P”.
The engine has become the mainstay of the fleet and operates over 1000 miles each year. It is
finished in Midland Railway livery.

Gem is a 0-6-0T + 4 wheel Tender (Engerth arrangement). Built in 1999 by John Denslow / B.H.L.R.
This is a heavily modified ‘Romulus’ design with cylinders 2¼ inch bore x 3 5/16in stroke, 6 ⅝ inch
diameter driving wheels, Baker valve gear, 8 inch O/D boiler barrel and 52 sq.inch grate area. Named
‘Gem’ by local Radio Gemini presenter Tim Schofield, No. 8 is turned out in Lancashire & Yorkshire
Railway lined black livery.
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Alfred is a tram style electric locomotive which is powered by two pairs of on board traction batteries
driving four powerful motors. Built in 2003 by John Macdougall and his assistant Carolyn Nation,
Alfred can occasionally be seen operating the new “Beer Mine Shuttle” down the steeply graded
branch line to Wildway Down Station, usually hauling one or two trailers. Alfred was officially named by
Alan Gardiner, Managing Director of the nearby Seaton Tramway, in memory of Carolyn’s grandfather
to whom she attributes her fascination with all things mechanical.

Otter was built by Western Narrow Gauge and delivered in 2004. The locomotive is privately owned by
one of the drivers and is permanently based on the BHLR. The 2-4-2 tender locomotive with 3¼ by
4½ inch cylinders and a 12 inch diameter boiler is similar mechanically to the successful “Mr P” design
but with a higher cab plus tender cab which gives the driver full weather protection. The locomotive is
finished in West Midlands peacock blue livery.

11

Claudine was completed in August 2005 and named during the railway’s 30th anniversary celebration
weekend by T.V. celebrity and rail enthusiast Peter Waterman. Claudine is an unique 2-4-4 single
Fairlie tank locomotive. B.H.L.R. Chief Engineer John Macdougall designed and built the locomotive
which has an articulated power bogie and rear truck making her eminently suited to the line’s sharp
curves and steep gradients. The boiler, motion and cylinders are all the same as those on “Mr P”
except, in this case, piston valves have been employed on the slightly inclined cylinders. Claudine is
named after the late Sydney Pritchard’s wife who was a co-founder of the Peco group of companies in
1946 and is finished in L.B.S.C. “improved engine green”; livery (yellow ochre).

Ben was designed and constructed by Chief Mechanical Engineer John Macdougall and named by
BBC News correspondent Ben Ando during the railway’s 40th Anniversary Celebration in August
2015. Powered by a 998cc petrol engine from a Mini, Ben is quieter and more comfortable to operate
than our ageing ‘Jimmy’ and offers some protection for the drivers in bad weather. The chassis is
fabricated from 3″ x 1½” channel and bogies are all 12mm plate bolted construction to aid removal of
the gearboxes if necessary.
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On 28 July 2018, Jools was named after Jools Holland OBE, a music business legend widely known
as host of his BBC2 TV show but can also be found in northern Europe with his rhythm and blues
orchestra. Jools also has an extensive OO/HO gauge panoramic railroad layout at the back of his
house. The locomotive was acquired from Exmoor Steam Railway and a rebuild was completed in
2018. Jools Holland can be seen second from the left in the carriage.

DRIVER EXPERIENCE COURSES
A great opportunity to enjoy a full engineman’s experience, including preparing, firing and
driving a steam locomotive, on our mile-long scenic, fully signalled, narrow gauge railway.
Our Steam Locomotive Driver Experience Courses offer you the chance to have the footplate
all to yourself, whilst benefitting from expert tuition and supervision from our highly
experienced staff.

RAILWAY MODELLING COURSES
Railway modelling courses are also available on specified dates covering scenery trackwork
and electrics. Groups are provided expert tuition and practical guidance in open workshops.

Text and image references are sourced from pecorama.co.uk
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME DECEMBER 2019
JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2020
Tuesday

Friday

December 2019

December 2019

3

Clubrooms closed

6

Dinner at Auburn Hotel
Timetable 3 running

10

Committee meeting

13

Timetable 3 running

17

Clubrooms closed

20

Social evening – running, Xmas
breakup, supper.
Theme – red & green locos

24

Clubrooms closed

27

Clubrooms closed

31

Clubrooms closed

January 2020

January 2020
3

Clubrooms closed

7

Clubrooms closed

10

Clubrooms closed

14

Clubrooms closed

17

Timetable 3 running

21

Clubrooms closed

24

Timetable 3 running

28

Clubrooms closed

31

Timetable 3 running

February 2020

February 2020

4

Clubrooms closed

7

Timetable 3 running

11

Committee meeting

14

Timetable 3 running

18

Clubrooms closed

21

Work night - Bryansford

25

Clubrooms closed

28

Timetable 4 running

14

Theme: USA
change to TT4

