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Failt royd da ny Vlein Noa as ny Raad Yiarn Vannin
The New Year brings with it a fresh approach to model railroading at MMRS. Ben Smith is
progressing on the scenery upgrade program for the Allandale to Glen Evans line. While
Richard Stephens explores a concept design for a second wall mounted bench layout with a
late 1930’s British theme. To wet your whistle, our feature article is distinctly British.
Photograph 17 May 2005 – Author: Jon Wornham – Source: geograph.org.uk
Refer to Feature Article for translation and image details
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President’s Report

Here we are at the beginning of another year as the club enters its 51st year of
operation.
Several weeks ago, we had a visit from Greg Dixon (member number 68) who was a
member when we first started in Lonsdale Street, and later at Coppin Street,
Richmond. Greg is a driver with V/Line. He brought with him a friend who was
visiting from Western Australia who is setting up a layout in N scale.
Richard has presented a discussion on an idea for a small independent layout for the
clubrooms. This could be operated when not enough members are available to run
the main layout.
That’s all for now, and I hope to see you all in the clubrooms during 2016.
Happy modelling,
Warwick Brisbane
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FROM THE SECRETARY
Pre-Christmas Dinner
The annual pre-Christmas dinner was held on Tuesday 8th December at the Geebung Polo
Club. Eight members attended and enjoyed the evening.

From left:
John Ford
Danny Cronin
David Patrick
Mark Johnson
David Mehlman
Reg Roberts
Geoff Crow
Warwick
Brisbane

Christmas Breakup
Our annual Christmas break up features train running with a theme of red and green locos,
followed by supper. In December, this theme was repeated, but with some variations –
name badges were presented to our new members Harriet and Chris, and Harriet kindly
provided some Christmas lights to decorate the clubrooms. Having red, green, yellow and
blue flashing lights was a welcome contrast to the relatively boring old colour light signals!

Following the presentation
of name badges, from left:
David Patrick
Harriet Vouyoukas
Chris Nictas
Warwick Brisbane
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Geoff’s red and
green locos
arrive at Glen
Evans while the
Christmas lights
brighten up the
club rooms.

Working with Children Check
At its December meeting, the Committee considered our position now that we have some
junior members in relation to Working with Children.
We decided that:
- all committee members; and
- all members working on the club layout at exhibitions;
should have Working with Children Checks to ensure that we are compliant with the relevant
legislation. The checks are free to volunteers, although a passport sized photo is required.
Please go to this web site: http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/
Could you please arrange a check if necessary, and contact me if you have any queries.

Exhibitions
It appears that our application for Sandown has disappeared into the ether. It was submitted
on time, to the exhibition’s address on the application form, but to no avail.
We have, however, received an invitation for Caulfield in August and will be submitting it in
due course.

Second club layout
Richard Stephens has prepared a concept design for a proposed second layout in the club
rooms. It will be designed to be operated by three or four members, so will be ideal if there
are not enough present to operate the main layout. A summary of the concept design is
shown on pages 7 to 10 of this Callboard.
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The concept design was presented to the members for critique and comment at the February
knowledge sharing session. The concept design will be presented to the committee at the
March committee meeting for “in-principle” approval. If “in-principle” approval is received, it
will progress to detailed design, a mock-up of the layout (to prove the concept) and then the
full design be presented to the members and committee for approval later in the year.

The April and May knowledge sharing sessions will feature a DVD on layout design which
will help us with the skills to work on the scenery on the main club layout. Note: that
volunteers are still needed to “adopt” a station and work on completing the scenery at it and
its surrounds – please see Ben Smith.
Membership fees
Membership fees will be due on 1 April, and reminders will be sent during March.
Please assist us by renewing promptly, and if you wish to change your membership status
(eg from Full to Holding or vice versa) please let me know and I will make the arrangements.
Membership rates are unchanged at $80 for Full members, $40 for Junior members and $13
for Holding members.

David Patrick
Secretary

Allandale Station – Adopt a Station and surrounds – A great hands on experience.
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE
SECOND CLUBROOM LAYOUT
WHY?
Several MMRS members were recently asked “What do you enjoy about being a member of
the MMRS?” The recurring responses to this question can be distilled into: Operation, Social
Interaction and Knowledge Sharing. There are many facets of Operation to be explored and
it is not possible (nor desirable) to incorporate all facets of Operation into a single layout.
Therefore it is proposed to build a second clubroom layout that explores other facets of
Operation.
Also, the proposed layout would require three to four operators. It would provide “scalability”
to the MMRS operating sessions – that is:
 if only three or four members are present, this new layout can be run;
 if six to eight members are present, the Allandale to Glen Evans model railway can be
run; or
 if nine or more members are present, then both layouts can be run.

FACETS OF OPERATION
A comparison of the principal Facets of Operation between the Allandale to Glen Evans
model railway and the proposed new model railway is shown in the table below.
Facet of Operation
Setting

Traffic flows
Safeworking systems

Signaller interface
Signals

Allandale to Glen Evans
Model Railway
Rural cross-country line
between two regional
centres plus two rural
branch lines.
Predominantly goods with
occasional passenger.
Quasi automatic and track
control on the main line.
Quasi train staff and ticket
or electric staff on the
branch lines.
Mostly hard panel.
Mostly colour light.

Proposed New
Model Railway
Urban.

Predominantly passenger
with occasional goods.
Absolute block.

Lever frame.
Semaphore.

PROTOTYPE AND ERA
A comparison of the prototype and era between the Allandale to Glen Evans model railway
and the proposed new model railway is shown in the table below.

Prototype
Era

Allandale to Glen Evans
Model Railway
Victorian Railways
Mid 1960s
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Proposed New
Model Railway
British
Late 1930s

Photo source: Author. Painting source: Allen, Cecil J. (1928) The Steel Highway.

BACKSTORY
Before the 1850s, railway companies could not get parliamentary approval to build railways
into the City of London – i.e. the London Central Business District. This resulted in a ring of
railway termini around the City of London. Large numbers of commuters would arrive by train
each day and have to enter the City of London on foot. The solution to this for the northern
and western railway termini was to build an underground railway line that connected
Paddington, Euston and Kings Cross with the centre of London. This was the Metropolitan
Railway, the world’s first underground railway. Connections were built between the
Metropolitan Railway and several of the ‘main line’ railways to allow main line trains to run
through into the City of London – the commercial heart. This line was extended at the
Paddington end and opened to Westminster Bridge (now Westminster) in 1868. The station
is located between:




Houses of Parliament to the west
The Thames to the south
Various government buildings to the north and east.

The approach to the station from the west runs in cut and cover tunnel under the roadway of
Broad Sanctuary and diagonally under Parliament Square.

Map source: 1st Epoch Ordnance Survey Map of Westminster station, London. Photo source: Author.

What if the various railway companies were equally as keen to provide a service into the City
of Westminster (the political heart) as they were to provide a service into the City of London
(the commercial heart)? Rather than being a “tube” station, Westminster is a full main line
terminus for trains from the:
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Great Northern Railway / LNER (via King’s Cross)
Midland Railway / LMS (via St Pancras)
London and North Western Railway / LMS (via Euston)
Great Central Railway / LNER (via Marylebone)
Great Western Railway / GWR (via Paddington)

TRAFFICS
The traffics handled at London railway termini in the late 1930s were:





Passengers
o Express, semi-fast and stopping trains
o Pullman, boat and excursion trains
o Sleeping cars and restaurant cars
o Through coaches and slip coaches
Mail – postal trains and coaches attached to passenger trains
Goods handled at the passenger station included parcels, newspapers, horses, milk,
fish and perishables

TRACK PLAN
In the inner city, space is at a premium. Therefore inner city London termini have very
compact track layouts:





No space for locomotive release roads – use a pilot engine instead
Locomotive facilities are elsewhere
Carriage storage facilities are elsewhere
Goods sheds are elsewhere

The popular track plan “Minories” was inspired by the track layout at Liverpool St
(Metropolitan), at the other end of the Metropolitan Railway.

Source: Freezer, Cyril J. (1990) Railway Modeller Book of 60 Plans for Small Locations.
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DETAILED DESIGN
The detailed design is not complete at this stage. However, the current line of thought is
shown in the table below.
Scale
Gauge
Layout architecture
Site

Width
Height
Train length
Track
Turnouts
Fiddleyard type
Couplers
DC / DCC / Radio
Presentation
Operators

00 (1:76)
Standard
Terminus to fiddle yard
Meeting room door up to the stairway door;
or
Meeting room
Westminster 400 mm
Fiddleyard
200 mm
1200 – 1300 mm
1800 mm
Peco Streamline code 100
Medium radius (914 mm, 36”)
Electrofrog
Cassette
Kadee
No position at this stage
Proscenium stage
Shelving underneath
Westminster Signaller
Fiddleyard operator
Driver(s)

NEXT STEPS
1. The full concept design and draft outline detailed design was presented to the MMRS
members for critique and comment at the February knowledge sharing session.
2. The concept design will be presented to the committee at the March committee
meeting for “in-principle” approval.
3. If “in-principle” approval is received, it will progress to detailed design.
4. A mock-up of the layout (to prove the concept) will be built.
5. Then the full design will be presented to the members and committee for approval
later in the year.
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FEATURE ARTICLE
Welcome to the New Year and the Isle of Man Railwa y
(Manx: Failt royd da ny Vlein Noa as ny Raad Yiarn Vannin)
Manx is one of three historic Gaelic languages. The other two are Irish and Scottish. Exclusive to the
Isle of Man, the language was originally oral in nature with folklore and history passed on by word of
mouth. Over time saw cultural heritage being documented. Recently the revival of Manx has been
aided by a bible translation and audio recordings made by natural speakers.

~
Cover page image: Douglas Railway Station, viewed from the steps of the signal box (L-R)
No.13 Kissack, in service - No.12 Hutchinson, in service - No.17 Viking, withdrawn 2012
~
The Isle of Man Railway Company was formed in 1870 and opened for service in 1873.
Seasonal services evolved around two main considerations: the need to connect with ferries
to and from the UK and Ireland and to transport day trippers from the major terminals to the
outlying villages. It merged with the Manx Northern Railway and the Foxdale Railway in
1905.
Due to dwindling traffic, the line saw periodic closures from 1965, until Archibald (David)
Kennedy, the 7th Marquess of Ailsa, took out leases for the 1967 through 1971 seasons. The
end of the 1968 season saw the closure of the Peel and Ramsey lines with Ailsa
concentrating on a passenger service for the south line until the end of his lease options.
From 1969, only the southern line has been operational. For a period to 1972 it operated as
the “Isle of Man Victorian Steam Railway Company Limited” after which it reverted back to its
original name.
Upon Nationalisation of the system in 1978, together with the Manx Electric Railway, it fell
under the banner of “Isle of Man Railways” and Bill Jackson was appointed the first manager.
His tenure was overshadowed with negative developments which included the loss of the
large railway yard at Douglas.
This can be seen from the cover page image by comparison with the original signal diagram
for Douglas Station (below).
David Howard was manager between 1999 and 2006 and was noted for his pursuit of the
Government wide drive for health and safety by the introduction of high-visibility clothing and
warning signs. During this time, the level crossings were converted from manual to
automatic operation and most of the track was re-laid as part of the Department of
Transport’s sewerage scheme.
The next few years saw the merging of Government Departments until Ian Longworth was
appointed Director of Public Transport in 2009. The banner heading of all the Island railways
was again changed to become collectively known as “The Isle of Man Heritage Railways”
although the “heritage” tag has now been generally dropped.
Since then the railway has become part of the Department of Community, Culture and
Leisure. The new Director has introduced a selection of new “in season” services including
evening excursion trains, family oriented events (eg Teddy Bears’ Picnic) and the “Rush
Hour” event at the start of each season. The Department has also initiated an ongoing
restoration programme for the unique collection of locomotives and rolling stock.
Although run by the same Department, the railway is now marketed as a Steam Railway to
differentiate it from the Manx Electric Railway.
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Isle of Man Steam Railway – Southern Line – Douglas to Port Erin
Source: http://openstreetmap.org Version: 26 August 2011

The Isle of Man Steam Railway connects Douglas with Port
Erin. The present line is 3 feet (914 mm) narrow gauge and
is 15.3 miles (24.6 km) long. It is the remainder of what was
a much larger network of over 46 miles (74km) that also
served the western town of Peel, the northern town of
Ramsey and the small mining village of Foxdale. At its peak,
the Isle of Man produced 20% of the Zinc and 5% of the Lead
mined in the British Isles. In the 1930’s the service ran
entirely on a single track system with safe working practices
controlled by a staff and ticket system with limited semaphore
signalling. Freight trains rarely operated. Most freight was
conveyed by attaching freight wagons, loose coupled, to the
rear of passenger trains. This practice was contrary to UK
Regulations, but acceptable on the Isle of Man, due to its
independent status at the time. Freight traffic ceased in the
1960’s as road transport was much more effective over the
short distances on the Island. Aside from the popular Santa
Trains, which have operated since 1985, the Douglas to Port
Erin line is closed for the winter months. The opening of the
2015 season, in February, saw the moving of the passing
place from Ballasalla to Castletown.
Line History
Douglas to Peel (includes St John’s Junction)
Opened: 1 July 1873. Closed: 8 September 1968.
Douglas to Port Erin
Opened: 1 August 1874 – currently in service.
St John’s Junction to Ramsey
Opened: 23 September 1879. Closed: 7 September 1968.
Foxdale Branch
Opened: 16 August 1886. Closed in 1940.
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The fleet of the steam locomotives that operated the Isle of Man Railway were built by Beyer
Peacock & Company, of Manchester, between 1873 and 1826. During this time they
provided fifteen locomotives. One of which was inherited from the Manx Northern Railway
upon takeover in 1905. This unit was re-numbered 14 but retained the name “Thornhill”.
Remarkably all bar one exists today in one form or another.
As of September 2015 there were nominally four steam locomotives in traffic. All were tank
engines with a wheel arrangement of 2-4-0 and have been re-boilered a number of times.
No. 8 Fenella

17t 12cwt

1,759,331 Miles (to Withdrawal 2009)

No. 10 G.H.Wood

20t 10cwt

1,612,162 Miles (to December 2011)

No. 12 Hutchinson

20t 10cwt

1,451,157 Miles (to December 2011)

No. 13 Kissack

20t 10cwt

1,230,048 Miles (to December 2011)
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No. 10 G. H. Wood, Douglas Station, 2010

No. 12 Hutchinson, Castletown Station, 2009

Fenella was a character in a novel titled “Peveril of the Peak” by Sir Walter Scott. The other
three locomotives were named after past Company Directors. To mark the 40th anniversary
of the re-opening of the railway in 2007, No. 10 G. H. Wood was selected to be re-painted
into the spring green theme. No. 12 Hutchinson has retained the Indian Red scheme which
was the standard from the Howard years.
The signal box at
Douglas
(red)
was
constructed when the
station was remodelled
in 1890. The box was
closed as a result of the
downsizing in the late
1970’s.
The subsequent station
working arrangements
were
achieved
by
installing coloured light
signals worked from
switches in the Station
Master’s office. The signal box has survived, albeit in a disused state, and is now separated
from the railway by an access road to the local bus depot which is housed on former railway
land. (far right on cover page image which was taken from the steps of the signal box) The
track layout never altered in the lifetime of the box, allowing the original Dutton & Company
diagram to survive. The colour scheme shows running lines in blue and sidings in brown.
~
For an up close & personal experience - The Isle of Man Steam Railway Part 1 on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-X6UPrO7mM
References:
Wikipedia – Isle of Man Locomotives
Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporter Association
Isle of Man Government Website
Trivia
The Thomas the Tank Engine (LB&SCR E2 Class) books were authored by Reverend Wilbert Awdry and are
based around the fictitious Island of Sodor. It is a very large island in the Irish Sea between the Isle of Man and
England. The rail network is very similar to that of the Isle of Man. Port Soderick is one of the stations on the
Douglas to Port Erin line. The Isle of Man is what remains of the Church of England Diocese of Sodor and Man.
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME MARCH / APRIL / MAY 2016
Tuesday

Friday

March 2016

March 2016
Timetable 3 running
Theme: Blue & Gold Era

Work night
Committee meeting

4

8

Timetable 4 running

11

Timetable 4 running

PR

15

Clubrooms closed

18

Timetable 4 running.
Knowledge sharing –
Yarra Valley railway

RS

22

Clubrooms closed

25

Clubrooms closed

29

Clubrooms closed

1

April 2016
Timetable 4 running
Theme: Overseas trains

1

WB

change TT3 to TT4

April 2016

GC

change TT4 to TT3

5

Work night
Committee meeting

8

Timetable 3 running

BS

12

Timetable 3 running

15

Timetable 3 running.
Knowledge sharing –
Layout planning DVD

DP

19

Clubrooms closed

22

Timetable 3 running

MJ

26

Clubrooms closed

29

Timetable 3 running

WB

Work night
Committee meeting

6

May 2016
Timetable 3 running
Theme: New South Wales

PR

10

Timetable 4 running

13

Timetable 4 running

RS

17

Clubrooms closed

20

Timetable 4 running.
Knowledge sharing –
Layout planning DVD

GC

24

Clubrooms closed

27

Timetable 4 running

BS

31

Clubrooms closed

May 2016
3

change TT3 to TT4
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