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In early 2018 the MMRS Committee approved an in-principle proposal to upgrade the
scenery on the layout. The upgrade will be controlled by a set of standards and guidelines
which will cover, but not limited to, the era architecture of buildings, the purpose of each
community in support of each other, joined together by suitable terrain displaying
recognisable aspects of the rural Victoria. A year on, and a start has been made with the
focus on the Bryansford Branch Line. The proposal has been met with some enthusiasm
through attendances on work nights. There will be no running of trains on these evenings
which have been programmed for the third Friday of the month (2 nd Friday in April due to
Easter). In this Callboard Ben Smith has prepared a summary of actions to date in a
Technical Article: Bank Box Loop, Elder Downs and Bryansford Scenery so far. (See Page 5)
Image – Historical image of Bryansford yard showing the station, road and silos– Ben Smith
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You can promote your interests in our Callboard Newsletter. Choose a topic and tell a story. Base a
feature article on the history of your models, era or country. Develop a technical article around a skill
or activity. Your interests and topics may be well suited to our knowledge sharing nights. The
presentation: Arial font 11; jpeg images under 500 KB; descriptions font 10 or 9; and endeavour to fill
all pages. See previous Callboards for presentation styles. The Callboard is distributed quarterly, in
the last week of November, February, May and August. Please proof read prior to sending to
johnford@optusnet.com.au to be received 4 weeks prior to distribution.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Happy New Year from the Melbourne Model Railway Society.
I would like to thank the Committee and members for their contributions in
2018, which has enabled the Society to start 2019 with a full head of steam
(apologies to those stinky engine lovers, but it doesn’t sound the same saying
‘with a full rev of diesel engines’).
The Society did not have an easy path in 2018, what with sewerage and nonlayout electrical problems, but your committee worked tirelessly to see that they
were resolved in due course through the appropriate channels.
The committee has begun a stock taking program to identify excess stock,
materials and magazines, with a view of decluttering our storage, work bench
and reading areas. We have acquired lot of reading material over the years, a lot
of which is now accessible on-line.
Action has also been taken to clean up the rooms and introduce a clean-up
routine after every session. This is to ensure that those attending arrive to clean
rooms every time. We realize that some people have time constraints, what with
real train timetables, but ask members participating on running nights to make
sure that they clean up their area before departing. “Many hands make light
work.”
Late last year saw the commencement of the modifications and improvements to
the Bryansford Branch. Ben Smith has put in a lot of effort overseeing this and I
encourage members to assist in any way that they can. Please refer to Ben’s
Way & Works Report.
I look forward to seeing you in the coming weeks and welcoming some potential
new members who have visited recently.

Daniel Cronin

3

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FROM THE SECRETARY
End of year dinner
Our end of year dinner was held at the Tower Hotel on Friday 7 December. It was an
enjoyable occasion in a new venue, and it was good to see John and David again after
periods of illness.

John, David, Justin,
Peter, Mark, Geoff, Phil
and Greg at the end of
year dinner.

Bryansford scenery area rejuvenation
Way & Works Engineer Ben is leading the project to rejuvenate the Bryansford scenery area.
Two work nights have been held so far, with the scenery being removed from Bryansford and
the cover over the tunnel. Work is now proceeding to make minor alterations and repairs to
the track work in the yard, to move the control panel, and to extend the baseboard under the
station.
Ben needs help with this, so please come along to the work nights and assist.

Programme for March to May
The programme returns to normal after the Christmas break, with theme nights on the first
Friday, and work nights on the third Friday. However, in April, the third Friday is Good Friday
and the club rooms will be closed, so the work night will be held on the second Friday. As
there will be only two running nights in April, there is no point changing timetables, so
timetable 4 running will continue from March.
Theme nights will be Australian Steam in March, and overseas trains in May. In April, we will
have a theme of small trains, where goods trains will be limited to the equivalent of ten 4
wheel wagons (bogie wagons equal two 4 wheelers), plus van. Loco power will be restricted
accordingly to no more than 1800 hp. Passenger trains will be similarly reduced in length.
Hope to see you all at the club each Friday!

David Patrick,
Secretary
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE
BANK BOX LOOP, ELDER DOWNS AND BRYANSFORD SCENERY
WORKS SO FAR
This Document has been prepared to set the framework for the scenery proposal of the area.
There are no costings in this document since this is the first one and we don’t know what
materials we need or what the club has already. Arrangements will be made to go through
club scenery supplies to see what we can use or what should be thrown out. I will submit
costs for the Committee to consider once I know how much is needed prior to buying
anything.
I will use the Bryansford scenery brief to make sure each area is in keeping with what it
should look like for the era we are trying to model.
In this article I will give you and outline of what work has been done, what is being done and
what great things are to come.
As most of you are aware, works have started at Bryansford and Bank Box Loop. To date we
have had two work nights with a good number of people being there and great progress so
far.
At the moment, the third Friday of the mouth will be work night, except for April, where it will
be the second Friday because the third is Good Friday.
There is a job for everyone, so if you want to help just turn up on a work night or come and
talk to me. I am in most weeks.

Scenery Area
The Bryansford, Bank Box Loop and Elder Downs scenery area extends from Bryansford
Yard to the bridge on the branch line adjacent to Rockville Timber Siding. The width is from
the backscene board to the front of the base board up to the “down end” of the Box Bank
Loop Signal Box.

Back Story
The town of Bryansford is located in the district west of Glen Evans terminal. (modelling the
Wimmera district) Bryansford is a branch line terminal station. As you come up the branch
from Rockville Timber Siding the trees won’t be as dense, to look like you are coming over
the Great Dividing Range and into farmland on the other side. So, the tree placement will
give this effect.

Scope of works: General
•
•
•
•
•

All signals will be removed and cleaned and touched up with paint, then put into
storage until the end of works.
All buildings and trees will be removed from layout and put into storage until required.
All track and turnouts will be inspected for dips etc. and examined and fixed for
regular derail spots.
Check platforms and any new structures for clearance in accordance with the Blue
Structure Clearance Guide.
Fill any holes in base board.
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•
•

Consider how the proposal may affect adjoining areas with regards to grass, terrain
and buildings.
When replacing buildings and trees we will consider where we are operating from so
not to block the view of the train or cause damage.

Back Scene
•

The current back scene will be removed and replaced with a photo back ground from
Brunel Hobbies to be approved by Committee before being bought.

Ground Covering
•
•

The whole area will get a new covering of grass to match in with the new back drop.
The new trees and fences and grass will be in keeping with rest of the layout.

Bryansford
6.

5.
4.
2.

1.

7.

3.

1. At the moment, part of station platform is situated in mid-air because there is not
enough base board.
The proposal is to move the facia and Bryansford control panel around 230mm
outward (towards Billegulla) to gain the base board space required so the platform is
situated within a landscaped area on one corner.
The red line at the bottom of picture is the approximate limit of the extension to the
base board subject to wire length.
2. This area will represent a township and locomotive servicing facility around the
turntable.
3. This hill will be part of the Billegulla work with a reshaping of the hill top to blend in
with the position of the new facia.

4. This road will be removed because of the new position of a goods shed.
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5. This is where a new good shed will go. It is planned to use the one that is at St Aubyn
near the station. When we get around to do St Aubyn, a new location and building will
be considered.
6. This is where it is proposed to cut the track to fit the new good shed in and make
track 2 a goods siding. It will mean the loss of 300mm to 400mm of track, but the
siding will still be 1,100mm long.
7. It is proposed to swap the station building over to one with the same design but has a
veranda on it and will look like the one at Lakeside with similar fences and covering.

Industries

1.

2.

1. Cattle yards will be redone with new fences and design and
a new access road from the back wall and will include
buildings found at cattle yards. The image on the right
provides an idea of what the new cattle yards may look like.
2. It is proposed to keep the existing grain silos. They will be
repainted, new fencing added but with minimal landscape
and structures typical of the out buildings as space is
limited and access difficult. An access road will be added
from the back wall to service the silos and good shed.
3. Will need to consider a home for a fuel tank for the oil train
to be parked next to. The plan is somewhere adjacent to track 3. (Not in picture)
The space at the back of the cattle yard, on and around the top of the escarpment, will be
considered in relation to the Walgate re-development. The buildings at the bottom of the
escarpment will be removed to prevent damage and to provide good access.
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Tunnel Covering

2.

3.

1.

4.

The whole area will be cleared and any holes filled. The cover shape checked to match
the base board cut out. Methods of hiding the cut out and type of scenery and structures
need to be strong enough to take the frequent removal of the tunnel cover.

1. This area will have a few houses with the back
yards facing the train line.
2. This end will look like a small country farm.
3. The excising bolts, which are used to lift off
base board, will be blended into the new
design, may get moved to a different spot, or
removed and replaced. A road from the back
scene will connect the houses and the farm.
Once the final plan is drawn up it will be
presented to the Committee for approval.
4. It is proposed to put a lineside gangers shed in
this position, similar to that pictured on the right.
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Planned Works
Elder Downs Station
The Elder Downs station is to remain unchanged except for a clean-up. The paint work and
platform station will be refreshed.

Bank Box Loop Station
1. The platform will get a refresh and a
new surface colour. It is proposed to
match with the one presented at Elder
Downs.
2. There will be new fences and a
reshape of the landscape to widen the
platform.
3. The height of platform will be checked
and adjusted to the standard height
used on the rest of the layout.
4. A clear Perspex screen will be
installed on the facia behind the
station for protection against damage.
5. A platform sign, lamp posts and seats
will be installed, together with a review
on how passengers would enter and
leave the station.
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Progress Photos
Here are some progress photos to show you what great progress has being made.

These pictures show the Bryansford station area and the new location for the control panel.
Thanks to Aaron and Justin for their help in making this happen.
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This picture shows the new tunnel cover panel installed. Thanks to Aaron for doing this.

This picture shows a view looking over Bank
Box Loop to Bryansford.

Thanks to everyone so far for
their help in supporting this
project.
Come along to the next work
night in March, and beyond,
to help shape your club
layout.
Thanks Ben Smith
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME MARCH / APRIL / MAY 2019
Tuesday

Friday

March 2019

March 2019
1

Timetable 3 running
Theme: Australian Steam
change TT3 to TT4

5

Clubrooms closed

8

Timetable 4 running

12

Committee meeting

15

Work night - Bryansford

19

Clubrooms closed

22

Timetable 4 running

26

Clubrooms closed

29

Timetable 4 running

April 2019

April 2019

2

Clubrooms closed

5

Timetable 4 running
Theme: Small Trains

9

Committee meeting

12

Work night - Bryansford

16

Clubrooms closed

19

Clubrooms closed

23

Clubrooms closed

26

Timetable 4 running

30

Clubrooms closed

May 2019

May 2019
3

change TT4 to TT3
Timetable 3 running
Theme: Overseas

7

Clubrooms closed

10

Timetable 3 running

14

Committee meeting

17

Work night - Bryansford

21

Clubrooms closed

24

Timetable 3 running

28

Clubrooms closed

31

Timetable 3 running
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