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The South Australian Railways (SAR) built the 4-6-2 620 Class steam locomotive at the
Islington Railway Workshops in Kilburn (Established 1883) between 1936 and 1938. Upon
completion of the broad gauge (5’ 3”) line from Adelaide to Port Pirie, there was a need for a
fast, light passenger locomotive with the ability to haul 200 ton up 1 in 45 grades (2.2 %) at
25 miles per hour (40 km/h). SAR Chief Mechanical Engineer Fred Shea designed the 140ton Pacific type Locomotive. A feature of the design was the use of Baker valve gear. Class
leader 620 was considered to be Australia’s first streamlined locomotive, the smokebox being
covered by a chromed steel grille. The remainder of the locomotives were not streamlined.
They were numbered 620 through to 629. The Class was withdrawn from service between
1961 and 1969. Duke of Edinburgh 621 is preserved, operational on the SteamRanger
Heritage Railway. The National Railway Museum in Port Adelaide has 624 on static display.
Image: Duke of Edinburgh No 621 turns on SteamRanger’s electric turntable at Victor Harbour.
Source: SteamRanger’s Enthusiast Website - May 2012.
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You can promote your interests in our Callboard Newsletter. Choose a topic and tell a story. Base a
feature article on the history of your models, era or country. Develop a technical article around a skill
or activity. Your interests may be well suited to our knowledge sharing nights. See previous Callboards
for presentation styles. The Newsletter is distributed quarterly, in the last week of November,
February, May and August. Please arrange for your document to be proofread prior to sending to
johnford@optusnet.com.au. Please endeavour to forward contributions 4 weeks prior to distribution.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FROM THE SECRETARY
We have returned to the club refreshed after the summer break ready for another year of
running trains and making sure that the layout continues to be fit to run them! Ben and his
team are making fantastic progress on rejuvenating the Bryansford branch, and it won’t be
long before this is complete, and the next area is commenced.
Programme for March to May
Work nights will continue to be held on the third Friday of each month to progress the
revitalisation of the layout, so your help is needed to get the works done as quickly as we
can.
Theme nights
Theme nights for March will be Modern Era, so we will be running up to date locos and rolling
stock, and for April will be Bring Your Own Loco, so please do so! As we are running
timetable 4, diesels are preferred as the locos change direction more than once during the
running. Suggestions for themes are always welcome – please let me know if you have any
ideas.

David Patrick,
Secretary

NR31 and NR30 work The Great Southern around the curves of the Cullerin Range on 21/12/19 with
smoke from the bushfires hanging in the air. Photograph – David Patrick
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE
BRYANSFORD SCENERY WORK UPDATE (FEBRUARY)
This is an update on the work that has happened on the Bryansford and Bank Box Loop
area. A lot has happened since the last Callboard. Below is a brief outline on what has
happened. Thanks to all that have come alone to the work nights on the 3rd Friday of the
mouth.

Photograph 1. A look at Bryansford from Walgate.

From the photograph you can see that we have installed a new cattle yard. (centre left) The
silo has been glued in place. We have put the first layer of ground cover around the cattle
yard.

Photograph 2. Shows the view from Billegulla.

This photograph shows the finished control panel moved forward to its final position. The
facia board will be painted green once the rest of groundwork is done. You can see the new
road and ground cover. The new station and platform have been glued in place as is the
goods shed. The hotel and church have been put in their final locations.
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Photograph 3. Shows a view of the tunnel cover.

The photograph shows the ground cover and trees. You can see the new fence posts and
wire in the background. Additional trees will be placed once the ground cover is completed. A
photographic back scene will be installed once all work is finished.
What’s to come in the months ahead.

Photograph 4. Shows Lakeside from the viewing platform.

A proposal for Lakeside has been submitted to Committee for approval. Once Bryansford
has come to a close, we will start work on this area. If you have any ideas for any areas, feel
free to come and have a chat to me. I will see if we can fit it into the big picture. This is your
layout.
Many thanks for all your hard work. Keep it up.
Ben Smith
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FEATURE ARTICLE
STEAMRANGER HERITAGE RAILWAY
South Australia’s first railway was from Goolwa, on the banks of the Murray River, to Port
Elliot on an ocean harbour. It was constructed in 1854 as a horse drawn tramway. This was a
milestone in Australian rail history as it was the first track to be laid with iron. The line was
later extended west to a safer port at Victor Harbour. it was used to move freight from the
shallow draft river boats, docked in the river, to the ocean-going sailing ships at the port.
The tramway was extended north from Goolwa to Strathalbyn in 1869. By 1884 a broad
gauge (5’ 3”) branch line was under construction from Mount Barker Junction, on the new
main line, to Victor Harbour, with stations at Mount Barker, Strathalbyn and Goolwa. This
expansion was associated with the construction of the first single broad gauge inter-colonial
link in Australia. This main corridor connected the South Australian, Adelaide-Wolseley line,
to the Victorian system at Serviceton and was completed by 1886-87. The Mount Barker
station building was opened on 27 November 1883 and housed a stationmaster’s quarters
and ticket office.
Australian National Railways freight services, from Strathalbyn to Victor Harbour, were
withdrawn in 1980 and from Mount Barker to Strathalbyn in 1987. Several factors were noted
for the closure of the line, such as a deteriorating track condition, a long time-consuming
route compared with a more direct road journey, and declining passenger numbers. The last
Australian National Railways passenger service ran on 30 April 1984, when diesel-electric
locomotive 942 hauled seven carriages from Adelaide to Victor Harbor and return.
Community support saw the establishment of the non-for-profit organisation SteamRanger in
1989, which ran heritage trains from Adelaide to Victor Harbour. But, as part of the “One
Nation” programme in 1995, the main line between Adelaide and Melbourne was converted
to standard gauge (4’ 8½”). As the branch line was broad gauge, this left SteamRanger's
Adelaide depot isolated. Mount Barker station became its new base in 1996, and all its
locomotives and facilities were transferred there. The original 1883 station was derelict at the
time but, as part of the move, it was renovated by the District Council of Mount Barker.

Google Earth Image highlighting the Mount Barker to Victor Harbour Railway
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The SteamRanger Heritage Railway is the only group regularly operating broad gauge
steam locomotives in South Australia. It is run by volunteers from the South Australian
Division of the Australian Railway Historical Society.

Mount Barker Station - Image: Tripadvisor 2019

The locomotive and rolling stock depot is located in an area south of Mount Barker station
and has been operating since May 1996. The heritage goods shed has been retained as a
storage area for track maintenance and a new major workshop and locomotive stabling
building has been constructed adjacent to the goods shed. To the north, approximately 200
metres from the station building, is an electric turntable. This was rescued from Bridgewater
and has been installed on the main line.

Mount Barker Yard Diagram - 2000

The town of Strathalbyn is a district centre for the surrounding wheat farming and pastoral
areas and was built on the Angus River. The name had a Scottish influence derived from
Strath - a Scottish word meaning a small river valley; and Albyn - a corruption of the word
Albion which was a name for Scotland in ancient times.
The Strathalbyn railway station was completed in 1883. The building also housed the
Stationmaster’s quarters. It has been restored in recent times and includes a continually
beautified front garden in honour of Thomas Adams who was Stationmaster in 1871. The
building is now shared between SteamRanger, a local arts and crafts shop and the
information centre.
The stone goods shed built in 1884, opposite the station, is used by SteamRanger’s track
maintenance team. The recently restored small manual turntable is used to turn the lighter
locomotives. The large water tank, adjacent to the turntable, is no longer in use as the
locomotives are now topped up from the town supply.
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Strathalbyn Railway Station - Image: Tripadvisor March 2013

Strathalbyn Yard Diagram as Constructed

Strathalbyn manual turntable and large disused water tank.
The platform and stone goods shed are in the background (centre right).
Image: Google Streets.

8

The railway station at Goolwa is in the historic wharf precinct. When originally built the line
bypassed the waterfront skirting the northern edge of town. Trains reached the wharf by
shunting down a short branch line at right angles to the river. In 1915 a loop was constructed
(see loop line yard layout 1926 below) and the line on the edge of town was closed. The
current track layout remains much as it was when the loop line was built although the lines
on the wharf have been removed. In 1926 a small triangle was constructed at the northern
end of the platform to allow turning of the railmotors. This was dismantled in 1937 and a
more substantial triangle is now in operation at the Goolwa North railway yards
approximately 2 kilometres toward Strathalbyn from the wharf.

Goolwa Loop Line Yard Diagram - 1926

Goolwa Current Yard Diagram - 2001

Goolwa Wharf Precinct - Goods Shed (centre) - Railway Station (right) - Image: flickr.com
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The Goods Shed converted to a commercial enterprise - Goolwa Station and Platform
The line to Victor Harbour - Image: Tripadvisor

Goolwa Station - Left to Strathalbyn - Right to Victor Harbour - Image: Google Streets

The building at the Victor Harbour end of the platform has retained much of the mid 1900s
character and has been refurbished by SteamRanger to accommodate a ticket office,
refreshment shop and Stationmaster’s office. The adjacent cream shed has been converted
to a platform shelter. The more modern building at the Strathalbyn end was built in 1995 to
house the Goolwa Arts and Crafts Society shop. The Goods Shed is featured back left.
The original station at Victor Harbour was built to cater for the horse drawn railcars. It
consisted of stables, a courtyard and a small covered platform. The historic photograph
below shows a horse and cart about to leave Victor Harbour for Goolwa. On the left are the
wool stores and on the right is the Stationmaster’s house. The line to Granite Island passes
the stone goods shed built in 1864 and today houses the South Australian Whale Museum.

Victor Harbour Railway Station circ. 1880
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Locomotives were initially turned on a triangle at the eastern entrance to the station yard.
Around 1900, a small 50ft turntable was relocated from Middleton and installed together with
a small locomotive servicing shed. In 1908 the locomotive depot was relocated back toward
the Goolwa end of the yard and a two-track shed, servicing pit, coal stage and overhead
water tank were erected. The two-track locomotive shed was replaced by a single track shed
in 1938.

Victor Harbour Single Track Locomotive Shed and Water Tank - 1938.

The shed and water tank were eventually removed when steam services ceased in 1962.
SteamRanger has recommissioned the inspection pit and uses it to drop ash and service the
steam locomotives. The current 85 feet electric turntable, opposite the locomotive depot, was
installed in 1925 (see front cover page photograph).

Today’s impressive heritage listed brick station was built in 1926 - Image: Tripadvisor

The adjacent hand operated crossing gates at Coral St are the last of their type in the State
and the old railwaymen’s barracks at Eyre Terrace have been retained for use by rostered
SteamRanger volunteers who need to stay in the area overnight. Trains entering the yard are
controlled by a vintage semaphore “home” signal located near the turntable.
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STEAMRANGER’S STEAM LOCOMOTIVES

Dean Harvey Rx 207 at Goolwa Station
Rx 224 under maintenance at Mt Barker Depot

F251 on passing road at Victor Harbour
Ready to head the Cockle Train to Goolwa

Duke of Edinburgh 621 on Philcox Hill
Heading the Southern Encounter

Sir Malcolm Barclay Harvey 520
at Strathalbyn for a Special Picnic Train

SteamRanger Excursion Trains include (but not limited to):
•
•
•
•
•

The Cockle Train (*) - Goolwa to Victor Harbour Return. (3 times on selected days)
The Southern Encounter - Mount Barker to Victor Harbour Return. (day trip)
The Highlander - Mount Barker to Strathalbyn Return on the “Redhen” railcar. (once
on selected days)
The Bugle Ranger - Mount Barker to Bugle Ranges Station Return on the “Redhen”
railcar. (1 hour on selected days)
The StrathLink Experience - Victor Harbour to Strathalbyn Return on RC 60.
(selected days in school holidays)

(*) Cockle Train name history. In the early days of the settlement the local residents would take a
horse drawn train to Goolwa to collect Cockles from the sandy beaches near the Murray River mouth.
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STEAMRANGER’S DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES

Diesel 350 at Mount Barker Depot.

Diesel 507 at Goolwa Station.

South Australia’s History Festival runs from 1 - 31
May 2020. The Festival is an annual state-wide event
exploring South Australia’s history and promotes
historical collections, places and stories.

As part of the festival, SteamRanger is
hosting an Open Day at their Mount Barker
facilities on Sunday 24 May 2020.
•
•

Unless otherwise noted, the text and images
have been sourced from steamranger.org.au.
Refer to the SteamRanger website for detailed
history, itineraries, fares and timetables.

Diesel 958 at Victor Harbour Station.

“Redhen” 428 Railcar at Mt Barker Station.

“Brill” 60 Railcar at Goolwa Station.
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME MARCH / APRIL / MAY 2020
Tuesday

Friday

March 2020

March 2020

3

Clubrooms closed

6

10

Committee meeting

13

17

Clubrooms closed

20

24

Clubrooms closed

27

31

Clubrooms closed

April 2020

Timetable 4 running
Timetable 4 running
Theme: Modern era
Work night - Bryansford
change to TT3
Timetable 3 running

April 2020
3

Timetable 3 running

7

Clubrooms closed

10

Clubrooms closed

14

Committee meeting

17

Work night - Bryansford
change to TT4

21

Clubrooms closed

24

Timetable 4 running

28

Clubrooms closed

May 2020

May 2020
1

Timetable 4 running
Timetable 4 running
Theme: Bring your own
loco
Work night - Bryansford
change to TT3

5

Clubrooms closed

8

12

Committee meeting

15

19

Clubrooms closed

22

Timetable 3 running

26

Clubrooms closed

29

Timetable 3 running
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