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The Yarrawonga Railway Station was constructed in 1888. This followed the opening of the
broad-gauge branch line from Benalla to Yarrawonga in 1886. The last timetabled passenger
service to the station was on Saturday 9 December 1978, operated by DERM 56RM. By
December 2009 the line had been converted to standard-gauge to support the through
running of grain services. When the dilapidated station building was tagged for demolition in
2012, a local “save our station” committee was formed to kick start a restoration that
culminated in the opening of Yarrawonga’s new community hub in 2015. The restoration
included: a new roof and deck; new windows; doors and walls; together with a total repaint.
Much of the work was undertaken by local trades people. The total Victorian Government
investment for the project was $600,000 provided under the Community Use of Vacant Rail
Land Buildings Program. More historical photographs have been included in this Callboard.
Image: Yarrawonga Railway Station western aspect in October 1964
Source: Closed Stations – Lost Locations – Victoria – Part 1 – Neville Gee
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You can promote your interests in our Callboard Newsletter. Choose a topic and tell a story. Base a
feature article on the history of your models, era or country. Develop a technical article around a skill
or activity. Your interests may be well suited to our knowledge sharing nights. See previous Callboards
for presentation styles. The Newsletter is distributed quarterly, in the last week of November,
February, May and August. Please arrange for your document to be proofread prior to sending to
johnford@optusnet.com.au. Please endeavour to forward contributions 4 weeks prior to distribution.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FROM THE SECRETARY
Members
Lachie Capon joined as a Junior member in December, and Thomas Mardy and his father
Anthony joined as Provisional members in February. Congratulations Lachie, Thomas and
Anthony, and welcome to the club!

Some things to note
A few reminders need to be made to keep running nights on track:
•

Friday nights are generally restricted to Australian trains – the layout is Australian
prototype after all, and theme nights, such as British, American and Bring Your Own
Train are held to allow a variety of prototypes to be run.

•

Sunday running is free form – running is not timetabled, and members can bring their
own trains to run. The only stipulation is that the layout can only handle so many
trains, so please be aware of what everybody else wants to run before you put a
second train on the tracks.

•

Locos and rolling stock are not to be hand shunted or picked up off the tracks except
with permission of the Chargeman. Locos are to be driven, and rolling stock shunted.

•

Locos and rolling stock are not to be picked up in bulk and carried around the club
rooms. The club’s equipment is mostly fairly new and has all the detail items we
expect these days, so bunching a number of items together will result in damage.
Please use the wooden trays to move items around.

Programme for March to May
There are only 6 – 8 members who are interested in Sunday running sessions, so they will
be organized on an ad-hoc basis for the next 3 months as interest demands. The sessions
will continue to be run on a free-form basis with no timetable, and members are free to bring
their own locos and rolling stock no matter what couplers are fitted.
The timetables will now be run for two months, and this will allow us to become more familiar
with the required movements, and to learn to operate other (and hopefully all!) the stations
on the layout.
Suggestions for theme nights are always welcome, and a volunteer is needed for a
Knowledge Sharing session on 27th May – please see me!

David Patrick,
Secretary
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BRIEF PICTORIAL HISTORY OF YARRAWONGA STATION

Yarrawonga Railway Station circ 1950s – Source Yarrawonga Mulwala Historical Society
Holden FJ Utility in the foreground

Yarrawonga Railway Station circ 1950s – Source Yarrawonga Mulwala Historical Society
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The1950s and 1960s were the boom times for Yarrawonga Railway Station. Locals were
making trips to Melbourne and pupils from distant boarding schools were heading back after
holidays. The Rail Motor was a reliable means of travel, taking passengers to Benalla for the
train direct to Spencer Street Station (renamed Southern Cross Station in 2005).

Images: Yarrawonga Railway Station circ 1950s – Source Yarrawonga Mulwala Historical Society
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The last timetabled passenger service 56RM (known locally as the Beetle) arrived at
Yarrawonga from Benalla and stopped at Goorambat, Devenish, St James and Tungamah.
The commentary indicated that Telford may have been closed by the date of the photograph.

Yarrawonga Railway Station 9 December 1978 – Source Yarrawonga Mulwala Historical Society

https://www.facebook.com/YarrawongaRailwayStation/

On the Through Road, behind the station building, is the Victorian Railways blue and gold livery of C
501 (left) and a Southern Shorthaul Railroad (SSR) NSW BGVF grain hopper (right), being part of the
attached rake of wagons. The Grain Corporation Silos are in the background with the shute loading
hoppers on the Fill Road (right). Image: John Ford - 12 January 2022

The image shows the welcoming presentation of the Yarrawonga Railway Station building
today. The garden bed display in front was the final touch to Yarrawonga’s 150th Birthday
celebrations in October 2018. It is used as a community space offering one large room with
kitchenette together with two smaller rooms, one also with a kitchenette. The facilities are
available for hire. Contact Elaine 0428 431 124 or Deidre 0419 874 719 or email
ymdinc3730@gmail.com
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FEATURE ARTICLE
VICTORIAN RAILWAYS C CLASS DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE

Image source: Facebook newsfeed – Returning Big George Tour

The leader of the Class, C501, was named after George Brown. It is affectionately known as
“Big George”. The naming ceremony was at Spencer Street station on 17 May 1977. Mr
Brown was a former Commissioner, and Chairman of Commissioners, who was appointed as
interim Chairman of the Victorian Railways Board from 8 May to 30 June 1973. He served as
a Member of the Board until his retirement on 7 May 1977.

Image source: Peter J. Vincent 19 February 1977

During the design phase for the C class, a plyboard mock-up of the proposed cab was built
at Newport workshops for appraisal by union and management representatives.
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All the Locomotives were built at the Clyde Engineering Rosewater plant in South Australia in
1977 and 1978. There were 10 in the Class, and they were the last units to be delivered in
Victorian Railways blue and gold livery. They were also Victorian Railways first turbocharged
locomotives providing 3,300 h/p. They were purchased for heavy freight haulage and with a
weight of 135 Tonnes, were restricted as to what lines they could run over. C501 – C504
were used on the Standard Gauge line between Melbourne and Albury while C505 – C510
were kept on the Broad Gauge and were used for interstate express freights between
Melbourne and Serviceton. On 3 August 1979 C505 and C506 operated a freight from
Melbourne to Adelaide being the first through movement of rail traffic between Victoria and
South Australia. This avoided the previous practice of changing locomotives at the border.
All the Class were transferred to National Rail in June 1995 but shortly afterward they were
removed from traffic due to the arrival of the NR class locomotives. They were initially stored
at Junee Locomotive Depot in 1997 before being moved to Islington Railway Workshops in
Adelaide. The locomotives were eventually sold to various rail freight companies, with the
exception of one. Big George C501 is owned by Seymour Rail Heritage Centre. It is
currently displayed in the Victorian Railways blue and gold livery and is the only one under
preservation. All the Class are operational. Most work mainly around southern New South
Wales.
C502, C503 and C508 are owned by Rail First Asset Management (formerly CFCL
Australia). They are painted in “Rail First blue and yellow” livery.
C504, C505 and C507 are owned by Southern Shorthaul Railroad. They also have a blue
and yellow livery with a “SSR” logo.
C506, C509 and C510 are also owned by Southern Shorthaul Railroad but they display a
“Greentrains green and yellow” livery with a “SSR” logo.

Image source: Peter J. Vincent - https://www.victorianrailways.net/motive%20power/cdie/cdie.html

Auscision are currently waiting for painted samples from their factory. It is estimated they will arrive in
late April 2022 with production quantities confirmed in May. See the website for pre-order information.
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RETURNING BIG GEORGE TOUR
The event was hosted by Seymour Railway Heritage Centre (SRHC), Seymour FM 103.9
and Seymour Victoria. The tour was arranged for Saturday 18 January 2020 from 10:00 am
until 6:30 pm. Big George had been working in Junee, New South Wales, for a while but now
it was time to bring him home. Guests travelled in 81-year-old former Spirit of Progress
Carriages behind T357 and P22 from Seymour to Albury where they collected C501 for the
return journey to Seymour. The carriages were two Second Class, one First Class and a
Parlour Car. Southern Shorthaul Railroad (SSR) locomotives 4911 and 4917 transferred
C501 from Junee to Albury. C501 was scheduled for maintenance at SRHC before returning
to active passenger train duties. Little did we know what the next 2 years would bring!
The YouTube video is provided courtesy of ThebusofdoomFSX – 21 January 2020.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQvEUVtRXJk (with advertisements)

Returning Big George Tour – Saturday 18 January 2020 – reversing into Seymour Station to pick up guests

Returning Big George Tour – Saturday 18 January 2020 – 4911, C501 and 4917 - Albury

9

Returning Big George Tour – Saturday 18 January 2020 – T357, C501 and P22 - Glenrowan

BIG GEORGE IN 2022

Big George C501 at Yarrawonga Station on 12 January 2022 – Image John Ford

It was a busy day on Wednesday 12 January 2022 at Yarrawonga Station and the adjacent
Grain Corporation Silos. The wheat harvest from nearby farms was underway. The grain is
firstly delivered to the Benalla Road Bunker which is about 2 kms south of the silos. On train
days, trucks deliver the grain to the screw auger elevator at a rate of one truck every 5
minutes. The shunting process is made more difficult with only 660 metres between road
crossings. Empty Train No 3MC3 arrived early morning with a consist of 4 locomotives lead
by CLF3 followed by GM10, C501 and GM27 (total 77 + metres). Today’s rake of 40 hoppers
(676 metres) was a mixture of BGVF (black) and BGKF (brown) wagons. The hoppers were
broken up into rakes of 16,16 and 8. CLF3 performed all the fill shunting while the other
three, in consist, performed the pickups. At 6:15 pm full Train No 4CM5 left Yarrawonga for
Appleton Dock lead by GM27. The “C” in the train number refers to Cootamundra on the
main Melbourne to Sydney line. This branchline now terminates at Oaklands in NSW.
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On Tuesday 25 January 2022 Big George returned home (SRHC) for maintenance. It led
CLP12 and GM27 from Appleton Dock to Seymour. With CLP12 off to the right side, Big
George is approaching the turntable with GM27 waiting behind.

Big George is on the turntable to attach to No 9 and haul it out of the shed after painting, The
task of re-activating No 9 is still outstanding. It needs various things done to the engine,
electrical systems and brake controls before it can be operational. It will be transferred to
Cootamundra for the engineering work to be done.

Since No 9 cannot power itself, GM27 has backed up to it on the turntable to haul it away.
Once No 9 is clear of the turntable, Big George will roll onto the turntable, turned and backed
into the shed. He is having the cab-roof-mounted air conditioner removed for maintenance
and repair. On Thursday 27 January 2022 Big George ran light engine back to Appleton
Dock to continue service with SSR while the air conditioner was away. A temporary cover
plate was attached to the roof covering the hole pending return of the air conditioner. Images
and text summary are sourced from the SRHC Facebook page.
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME MARCH/APRIL/MAY 2022
Special Events

Friday

March 2022

March 2022

Sun TBA

Sunday running

Tues 8

Committee meeting

4

Timetable 4 running

11

Timetable 4 running

18

Timetable 4 running
Theme: Loco-less
passenger trains
Change to TT3

Sun 20

Work day - Bryansford

25

April 2022

Timetable 3 running

April 2022
1

Timetable 3 running

Sun TBA

Sunday running

8

Timetable 3 running

Tues 12

Committee meeting

15

Clubrooms closed

22

Timetable 3 running
Theme: British

29

Timetable 3 running

May 2022

May 2022

Sun TBA

Sunday running

6

Timetable 3 running

Tues 10

Committee meeting

13

Timetable 3 running

Sun 15

Work day - Bryansford

20
27

12

Timetable 3 running
Theme: Australian steam
Knowledge sharing
change to TT4

