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AE Goodwin Alco World Series 4464 at Naradhan New South Wales
Regular passenger services to Naradhan ceased in 1974. The line remained open for wheat
trains and the occasional tour service. Special permission was granted by John Holland Rail
NSW to operate the “last passenger train” to Naradhan over two days. The tour was
organised by Strange Modellers of Universal Trains (S*M*U*T) for 7 th & 8th December 2014.
A brief history of the 44 class is included in this edition together with Part 1 in a series of
Technical Articles on the new MMRS DCC exhibition layout coincidently based on Naradhan.
Photograph 8 Dec 2014 – Courtesy of Strange Modellers of Universal Trains (S*M*U*T)
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President’s Report

President’s Report
As I have not been able to attend the club for more than a month, I have not been
aware of what has been happening. I am sure that things would be running smoothly
under the Committee’s watchful eye.
I regret that I was not able to attend the 50th Anniversary Luncheon, but by all
accounts it went off well. Some previous members were able to attend along with
some current members.
I hope to return to the club in the near future.
Happy modelling,
Warwick Brisbane
President

3

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FROM THE SECRETARY
MMRS 50th Anniversary
The club celebrated its 50th birthday with a luncheon at the Geebung Polo Club on 11th July,
attended by eighteen members, former members and spouses. Reg Monash was the only
foundation member to be able to come, and we were pleased that Marge Martin, widow of
former President Rod was there.
Reg Roberts
Barry Pearce
Marge Martin
David Patrick
Reg Monash
Les Stratford
Peter Owen
Bill St Aubyn
Bob Steward

Joy Smithers
John Smithers
Pam Clayton
Alan Clayton
Mark Johnson
Danny Cronin
Geoff Crow
Thelma Ford
John Ford
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Caulfield
We exhibited the first module of the new modular layout at the Caulfield exhibition on the
weekend of 22nd and 23rd August. The layout was built using DCC technology by Geoff
Crow and Peter Riggall. It is based on Naradhan in NSW following an article in The
Australian Journal of Railway Modelling. It was received favourably, and we hope to see
some visitors to the club rooms to follow up their exhibition experience.
Operating the layout using DCC was a first for those of us who hadn’t used up to date
technology before, but after a few minor mishaps, all worked smoothly.
Thanks to all who helped transport, set up and dismantle the display, and man it for the two
days of the exhibition. Particular thanks are due to Geoff and Peter for developing the
concept, and their time over the two days of the exhibition.

Geoff Crow & Peter Riggall pose with the Naradhan West module at the Caulfield Exhibition.

Y168 shunts the loading dock at Naradhan at the Caulfield exhibition.
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Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting will be held in our clubrooms on Friday 23rd October. A formal
meeting notice is found in this Callboard.
Elections are required for the Secretary and two ordinary committee members. For the past
year or so, we have been running the committee two members short, and this has resulted in
some meetings not able to be held due to the lack of a quorum. This is not in the best
interests of the club, and leads to poor governance of our operations. A wider divergence of
views is needed to ensure that the committee can make the best decisions to enable our club
to regain its pre-eminence in the Melbourne model railway scene.
Two new committee members are needed at the AGM, and we urge you to make the
commitment and nominate for one of the positions. Meetings are currently held on the first
Tuesday of the month, however this can be changed if Tuesdays are not suitable. There is
no reason we can’t have the meetings on Fridays (or any other night for that matter)!

Tuesday nights
Attendances at Tuesday running nights and work nights have been particularly poor over the
past year, so that no running and precious little work is happening. We will have a
discussion at the AGM on the future of Tuesday nights, so please gather your thoughts and
contribute to the discussion. Perhaps we could programme only one Tuesday running night
each month and make a concerted effort to attend or……....what do you think?

Knowledge sharing
Geoff Crow will present a practical, hands-on, knowledge sharing session on Friday 18th
September – making trees. This is the first such session we have had, and could be the
precursor to efforts to tidy up and complete the club’s main layout. Please mark it in your
diaries and come along!

David Patrick
Secretary
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THE 50th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE
MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY INC
WILL BE HELD AT
8.00 PM ON FRIDAY OCTOBER 23rd 2015
AT THE
MMRS CLUB ROOMS
VICTORIA STREET, HAWTHORN
(at the Auburn railway station)

Business:
A. To confirm the minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting.
B. To receive and adopt the reports of the Committee of Management and the statements
of account for the 2014/2015 year.
C. To deal with any recommendations of the outgoing committee.
D. To elect the following executive officers and ordinary committee members:
Secretary
Two ordinary committee members.
E. To deal with any motions submitted by members.
F. Open forum to discuss any issues raised by members.
Any motions from members must be submitted to the Secretary no later than 11 September
2015.
Nominations for election of the positions in D above must be in writing, signed by the
nominated member, a nominator and seconder, and submitted to the Secretary no later than 13
October 2015.
Nominations must be on the printed form available at the club rooms, or from the Secretary
(0419 414 309 on meeting nights) or by mail.

David Patrick
Secretary.

(Please bring a plate of goodies for supper).
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FEATURE ARTICLE
Class of 44

Photograph – Date Unknown - Courtesy of 3801 Limited ATP Eveleigh NSW
The 44 class DL500B “World Series” double cab diesel electric locomotives were built by the
American Locomotive Company’s (Alco) Australian Licensee A E Goodwin. Locomotive
4401 was ordered by the New South Wales Government Railways in March 1957 as part of
an initial batch of 10 units. This locomotive was treated as the pattern engine for the first
order and was the only locomotive built at the A E Goodwin St. Marys NSW facility. The
remainder of the 100 units of this class were built at the Company’s Auburn NSW plant.
A further fifty of the Class had been ordered by 1961 with a final order of forty “Mk2” units
made in 1964. The 100th unit was delivered in December 1967. Some of the differences
between the originals and the Mark 2 versions were modifications to traction generators and
gear boxes to support a speed increase from 65 to 75 mph.
A full width cab was fitted at the No. 1 end, behind a streamlined yet blunt nose. A transition
coupling was fitted along with a buffing plate below the front end, which displayed a twinbeam headlamp and two illuminated road number boxes, marker lamps and a cluster of
multi-chime air horns. A cab was provided at the No.2 end of the locomotive, being flat in
profile with a gangway door a headlamp and marker lights.
The class represented a standardisation of design for mainline diesel-electric power. The
locomotive was immediately utilised on express passenger workings including the Melbourne
Limited, Inter-Capital Daylight and Brisbane Expresses. They were also used on the
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Southern Aurora and later the Indian Pacific following its inauguration in 1970. Fast freight
workings were another duty for the class. Their lengthy service life was characterised by
trouble-free running, popularity with crews, unprecedented working intensity and increasing
orders.
The Class of 44 was presented in many different liveries through its history. Included in the
selection were: Indian Red (early), Indian Red (Reverse), Tuscan, Candy, Red, Red Terror,
Silver, IRA Simple Red and White, CFCLA Silver and Blue, Silver and Yellow, FreightCorp
Blue, Southern Shorthaul Railroad and Grey.
Withdrawals commenced in the late 1980s, with all units withdrawn from government service
by July 1994. Subsequently, a number of units re-entered service in private and commercial
ownership with a select few being heritage listed.
Of the 100 units only 5 are currently operational.
4403
Preserved Operational - Transferred from the Roundhouse Museum in Junee on 15 August
2010 to ARHS ACT Division, Geijera Place, Kingston.
4464 – 4473 – 4486
Operational – Hired to 3801 Limited by the Lachlan Alco Locomotive Group and are part of
RailCorps’ Heritage Collection, Australian Technology Park (ATP), Locomotive Street,
Eveleigh, NSW.
4490
Preserved Operational – Currently under Transport Heritage NSW, Trainworks Railway
Museum, Barbour Road, Thirlmere, NSW.

Photograph – Date Unknown - Courtesy of 3801 Limited ATP Eveleigh NSW
Not so Trivial: Eveleigh Locomotive Workshop is to be sold as part of the 13 hectare ATP site under
the NSW Government sell off strategy managed by Urban Growth NSW. The Authority has ensured
that the expression of interest process (Closes 30 January) includes protection of the heritage site with
contractual obligations to honour existing leases. The Workshop lease expires in 2020.
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE
Project Naradhan
Background
The Naradhan project was formed from 5 coincidental drivers:
1. Member’s requirements for their own home based models
Some members are developing or would like to develop layouts for their own use at
home. For most of us, space is limited so having a module that is compact and
storable is a great advantage.
2. A desire to explore standardised Modular construction concepts.
Over recent years there has been an international move to create a set of standards
that will allow different models to be interconnected. The likelihood of modules
constructed outside of the MMRS community being connected to MMRS developed
modules is, however, slight and so we are defining our own set of standards based
upon the NZ Free-Mo standards.
3. Interest in modelling automation using DCC methods
DCC systems offer the ability to control locomotives, points, signals and other
accessories from a single hand held “Throttle” or computer tablet with appropriate
software. The sophistication of a DCC enabled locomotive with lights and sound
compared to its DC equivalent adds a new dimension to model railways.
4. A layout that would provide operational interest for the user
We all enjoy the operation of the club’s layout and the interest provided by timetable
running between stations. Extending this enjoyment to our home layouts is a natural
expectation so track layouts that permit prototypical train activity is an important
design consideration.
5. MMRS looking to create a small layout for the clubroom and a new Exhibition layout.
On club nights when insufficient members are present to run the full layout, having a
smaller layout in the committee room would create an opportunity to still operate
trains. Also, whilst the existing exhibition layout is excellent for illustrating the club’s
expertise at modelling and operating to historical Victorian signalling methods, it has
been exhibited for several years and the club feels that it is time to update it to try
and attract new membership.
Drawing these threads together, we embarked upon a design that would satisfy these
criteria. The first consideration was for a layout that would satisfy point 4 above –
operational interest and this would then determine the size and shape of modules to
accommodate it.
The candidate layout was found in a copy of the Australian Journal of Railway Modelling that
featured an article about Naradhan. This plan contained many of the interesting features
found on the MMRS layout and whilst others were considered, none were felt to be as
comprehensive as this and so “Naradhan” was born.
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Why Naradhan?
Naradhan is a small town in the Central West region of New
South Wales and is approximately 450 kilometres west of Sydney
and 100 kilometres north of Griffith.
When the railway opened to Naradhan in 1929, it provided
services for the transport of agricultural produce and passenger
services to Ungarie for onward shipment to Sydney via Wyalong.
These facilities included:
Passenger platform and engine run-around;
Goods sidings;
Stock sidings;
Wheat sidings;
Engine fuelling and watering facility; and
Turntable.
These facilities are shown in the following State Rail Authority drawing.

Railway operations at Naradhan today consist only of seasonal grain movements with
majority of the infrastructure dismantled or run down. Naradhan was the inspiration for
model but is only loosely based on the actual place retaining its name as
acknowledgement to its origin.
“Naradhan” is split over two 1.8 x 0.75 metre modules with the tracks laid out as per
diagram below:

Naradhan West

the
our
an
the

Naradhan East

The key changes to Naradhan are that the coal stage and turntable at the eastern end have
not been included, additional sidings to form an “Inglenook” together with a branch line
module exit are at the upper western end and the goods siding has been extended from the
east through to the western link of the stockyards to the mainline. A single rail at the back of
the module provides a future ability to run return trains hidden from the front view of the
module.
We feel that these changes will further enhance the operational flexibility of the model. From
a scenic perspective, Naradhan is situated on a plain whereas “Naradhan” lies along a ridge
with hills behind. As our interest is in a Victorian panorama, “Naradhan” has been relocated
to country Victoria.
In the next article, we will look at the research and construction of the baseboard and stand.
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER /
NOVEMBER 2015
Tuesday
September 2015
Work night
1
Committee meeting

Friday
September 2015
4

Timetable 3 running

MJ

8

Timetable 3 running

11

Timetable 3 running
Theme: USA

WB

15

Work night

18

Timetable 4 running.
Knowledge sharing – Making
trees

GC

25

Timetable 4 running

BS

change TT3 to TT4

22

Timetable 4 running

29

Timetable 4 running

October 2015

DP

October 2015
2

Timetable 4 running

DP

6

Work night
Committee meeting

9

Timetable 4 running

MJ

13

Timetable 4 running

16

Timetable 4 running
Theme: Australian steam

WB

Work night

23

Annual General Meeting

30

Work night

20
27

change TT4 to TT3

Timetable 3 running

November 2015
Work night
3
Committee meeting
10
17
24

GC

November 2015
6

Timetable 3 running

BS

Timetable 3 running

13

Timetable 3 running
Theme: British

DP

Work night

20

Timetable 4 running.
Knowledge sharing –

MJ

27

Timetable 4 running

WB

change TT3 to TT4

Timetable 4 running
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