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Office Bearers

President: Andrew Manser

Vice President: William (Bill) Fock

Secretary: David Patrick

Treasurer: Reg Roberts

Membership: Tony Digby

Electrical: William (Bill) Fock

Way & Works: Mark Johnson

Mechanical: Warwick Brisbane

Club Rooms: Old Parcels Office
Auburn Railway Station
Victoria Road Auburn

Telephone: 03 9813 5299

Web Address: www.mmrs.org.au

Web Master: Mark Johnson

Catering Officer: Hughie Reeves

Call Board Production: Andrew Manser 

Meetings: We meet on every Tuesday and Friday evening at 7.15pm.
(Refer to our Webb site for our calendar of events) 
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Presidents Report

It’s with much sadness for the second time this year that l need to report to our members of 
the passing of one of our founding members. Mr Allan Dowel passed away in early 
October; Allan one of the founding members of the club and an integral part of the design 
and electrical engineering behind our club layouts over the years will be sadly missed. The 
club would like to take this opportunity to pass on our sincere sympathy’s to the family 
during this sad time.

The Annual General Meeting was held at AMRA Club Rooms in Glen Iris on Friday 17 
October 2008 with many members attending or who apologised. After the meeting we went 
downstairs to join in with an American running night. Most of the members stay on for 
some time with a couple staying to the very end.

I would like to thank Daren Capon who has stood down from the committee after a number 
of years for all his efforts and welcome to the committee Mark Johnson and Hugh Reeves.

One of the topics raised at the AGM was about having running days, which can be 
organised at any time by contacting one of the committee so that the rooms can be 
opened.

Membership was another topic raised and discussed at length with the realisation that we 
all need to work together to introduce new members. In the last twelve months we have 
had two new members join but sadly we have lost two members as well.

You will find our new calendar in this edition of the Call Board so if you haven’t been for a 
while why not come along to one of the theme nights and bring a friend.

Over the next twelve months the clubroom are going to have a make over which will 
require a few volunteers so when you see the notices arrive try and make yourself 
available to assist.
 
Our Call Board can be downloaded from our Webb site and for those members who would 
like their copy electronically sent to them please let the editor know.

Now just a quick prompt that our Christmas Dinner will be held at Sofia’s Burke Road 
Camberwell with a running night to follow. It will be great to see as many of you as possible 
there and partners are welcome.

Well that’s enough from me until next time Keep On Steaming

Andrew Manser
President
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Fireman’s Corner

The A7 Diesel Electric Locomotive
Victorian Railways S Class Numbers 300-317

Built by Clyde Engineering Company Pty Ltd of Granville, NSW, under license from the 
parent company of the Electromotive Division of General Motors, La Grange, Illinois, USA, 
the S Class diesel electrics were the Australian carry on the North American and our 
Commonwealth Railways GM series locomotive profiles. Equipped with a 16-567C (81/2” 
bore x 10” stroke) two stroke diesel engine driving a D32 main generator with D14 
companion alternator, these handsome cab units were soon at work on all premium duties 
both on passenger and freight services on our Victorian Railways. Of a more sophisticated 
traction motor transition and field shunting arrangement then the previous B Class 
locomotives, the S Class were a more ‘get up and go’ unit than the earlier double enders 
and had a better heavy hauling capability also due to the traction motor grouping 
arrangement. The locomotives were equipped with Hostlers (No 2) end control 
arrangement and the locomotive would operate over the full powering range of the throttle 
response from this end, excepting, of course, that no dynamic brake provision was made 
from this end, nor was any provision made initially for engine noise abatement. On Starting 
away from the rest, the traction motors were arranged in two groups of three motors 1,4,5 
and 2,3,6. With the throttle in notch 7 or 8, when main generator voltage reached about 
960 volts, the forward transition relay picked up together with the transition relay, and the 
electrical switchgear changed the arrangement of 1,4; 2,5; 3,6. This change occurred at a 
speed range of about 14-18 miles per hour. In order to bring about further speed increases, 
two stages of motor field shunting were provided with 46 per cent and 76 percent of 
traction motor field current weakening taking place at speeds of about 30 and 42 miles per 
hour, thus reducing the back electromotive force bucking against the main generator output 
allowing speed to further increase. From the lineside these traction motor changes and 
field shunting functions could be seen by the fade out in the engine loads against fresh 
generator demand than again rapid increase of the exhaust stack emissions, and an on 
train passenger, if aware, could sense and notice the change in the seeming pause of the 
passenger car body movement, especially wooden cars. As the locomotive speed 
decreased due to grade, the field shunting was removed in the two stages and the motor 
groupings reverted to the three groups of two motors 1,4;2,5;3,6. In freight service for 
heavy hauling, with amperage now being sought for torque, the backward transition relay 
picked up at about 2200 amps, when the motor power contactors changed to hook the 
motors up to the main generator into two groups of three motors 1,4,5 and 2,3,6. Of 
interest to all diesel electric locomotive enthusiasts, it should be noted that when dynamic 
braking was taking place with increase of engine revs being provided (up to notch 5) some 
armature current being produced and being fed into the dynamic brake grids was shunted 
and utilised to drive the dynamic brake fans over the braking grids above the hostlers end 
of the car body. The distinctive whine of these locomotives when powering was brought 
about by the virtually open engine blower intakes, drawing air from outside the car body to 
charge the 567 engine boxes for combustion purposes. One or two were otherwise 
modified for internal car body intake with no outside whine. The S Class locomotives were 
particular friends of the Victorian Railways Enginemen and train running personal. With 
particular pride we remember them up front in multiple lash up on the Overland and the 
Adelaide bound return Jets. The single unit arrangement on the Southern Aurora and Spirit 
of Progress and at the front of all trains when both as passenger and freight were being 
expedited to timetable and schedule to the sound of eight notches, blower whine and the 
sound of 1750 horsepowers unleashed and on the move.
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“Sic Transit Gloria” 
Courtesy of Train Hobby Publications Mini Series Gerald A Dee December 1999 & John Sargent

S308 Sir Redmond Barry sits at Benalla at the head of an Albury bound service, September 1972

Courtesy of Train Hobby Publications Mini Series Gerald A Dee December 1999 & John Sargent

 
1. There were eighteen S Class locomotives put into service with the Victorian Railways 

can you name them?

Here we will start you of:

S300 Matthew Flinders S301
S302 S303
S304 S305
S306 S307
S308 S309
S310 S311
S312 S313
S314 S315
S316 S317

2. Which of the S Class locomotives were involved in the Southern Aurora crash at 
Violet Town?

Good Luck

The answers will be in the issue of the Call Board
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REPORT ON THE 43rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 43rd Annual General Meeting was held on October 17th 2008 at the AMRA 
Clubrooms.  Fifteen members and one visitor were present.

Valediction: 

The chairman advised the meeting of the passing of Life Members Merv   Robin in May 
and Allan Dowel within the last week.  Condolences have been passed on to the families 
by the club.

Reports:

The Committee members presented their reports, and a discussion followed the president’s 
report:

Murray Hill suggested that the club place flyers at full-scale railway locations, such as 
Steamrail and the ARHS Museum.  Someone will have to ensure that stocks of the flyers 
are kept replenished.

Murray Hill noted that work nights need better coordination to ensure that people can do 
jobs without duplication of effort.  Darren Capon advised that the Way and Works Engineer 
co-ordinates this, and that people can put their name against any jobs which they are 
interested in carrying out on the list of jobs in the clubrooms.

Projects have been started and not completed – Bryanson and St Aubyns yard are the 
major two.  St Aubyns was stalled while the Electrical Engineer was working on the display 
layout, but now that this is nearing completion, work can resume.

More experience is needed in electrics to shore up the knowledge base.

Darren Capon noted that we need to spend some time painting and cleaning the 
clubrooms.  There is no need to paint to full height.  This could be done by arranging 
working bees.

Recommendations of the Committee:

The Ken Elder Trophy for 2008 was presented to Andrew Manser in recognition of 
leadership shown in the development of the display layout and work done in getting it ready 
for the exhibitions.  This included weekend work and working until 1am on a couple of 
nights before the Sandown exhibition.

Fees:  All fees will remain unchanged.

Elections:

The successful candidates were:

President – Andrew Manser.
Treasurer – Reg Roberts.
Committee – an election was required, as there were three candidates for the two 
positions.  Bill Fock was elected, and Mark Johnson and Hugh Reeves received equal 
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numbers of votes.  The committee will make sure that Mark and Hugh both have positions 
of responsibility.

General Business:

There was no general business raised, as the discussion of the reports covered the main 
issues confronting the club at this stage.

After the meeting, the members went downstairs to view the AMRA layout, which was being 
operated by AMRA members.

David Patrick
Secretary

MMRS COMMITTEE

Following the Annual General Meeting, the Committee comprises:

President – Andrew Manser
Secretary – David Patrick
Treasurer – Reg Roberts
Committee members: Warwick Brisbane, Bill Fock, Tony Digby, Mark Johnson, and 
Hugh Reeves
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY
Programme – November / December / January 2009

Tuesday Wednesday
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November 2008 November 2008

9

4 Cup Day Closed 7 Timetable Running WF

11 Work night 14 Timetable 3 running
Theme – Australian Steam

WB

18 Work night 21 Timetable running TD

25 Work Night / Committee Meeting 28 Timetable running
 Theme – Victorian

DP

December 2008 December 2008

2 Dinner at Sofia’s /  
Timetable running

5 Timetable 3 running 
Theme – American Steam

MJ

9 Work night 12 Timetable running HR

16 Work night 19 Timetable running AM

23
Social evening – running, Xmas 

breakup, supper.
 Theme red & green locos

26 Clubrooms closed WF

30 Timetable running WB

January 2009 January 2009

2 Clubrooms closed TD

6 Work night 9 Timetable 3 running
Theme - Branch Line Trains

DP

13 Timetable running
Theme – British

16 Timetable running MJ

20 Work night / Committee meeting 23 Timetable running
Theme – NSW

AM

27 Timetable running 30 Work night HR
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